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men of the Colonies be willing to fight side by side with
those French whom, till within these fifteen years, they
had found in Canada their bitter hereditary foes ? That
consequences like to these, that some such revulsion of
popular feeling in America, might, perhaps, ensue from
an open French alliance, is an apprehension which,
during the first years of the contest, we find several
times expressed in the secret letters of the Revolution
chiefs; it was'a possibility which we see called forth
their fears ; why then might it not be allowed to animate
the hopes of Chatham ?

In this state of parties and of public feeling, the Duke
of Richmond, far unlike Lord Chatham, had become
eager to close the American contest by a surrender of
the British sovereignty. He gave notice of an Address
to His Majesty for the 7th of April, entreating the King
instantly to withdraw his fleets and armies from the
Thirteen Revolted Provinces, and to make peace with
them on such terms as might secure their good will.
Lord Chatham was at that time slowly recovering from
gout, and still much indisposed, at Hayes. No sooner
did he hear of the intended Address than he determined
to appear in the House of Lords and oppose it. For
such an exertion it was clear that he had not yet re-
gained sufficient strength of body nor even composure of
inind. His family and friends endeavoured to dissuade
him, but in vain. On the 7th of April then he came, or
it might almost be said was carried in, walking with
feeble steps, and leaning with one arm on his son William,
with the other on Lord Mahon. Of the solemn and
memorable scene which ensued I have already, in my
sketch of Lord Chatham's character, given, by anticipa-
tion, some account* But since that time a letter from
Lord Cam den has been produced from the Grafton Cor-
respondence, containing a more full and authentic de-
scription than we previously possessed. " The Earl
" spoke," says Lord Camden, " but was not like him-

* Vol. iii. p. 18. For Lord Camden's letter to the Duke of
Grafton (April 9. 1778), see the Appendix to the present volume.
The Duke was at this time attending the muster of the Militia
in Suffolk.
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